
ÅIt is important for San Diego to take immediate action 

against climate disruption because of itsõ fragile 

environment, miles of coastline and an economy that 

depends on a stable climate for tourism and agriculture. 

ÅRegardless of real 

risk from effects of 

climate change (sea-

level rise, 

temperature change), 

studies have shown 

that the political will 

of the government 

and the civic 

composition of the 

community are more 

important for 

determining climate 

policy. 

ÅWhen cities join ICLEI (Local Governments for 

Sustainability) they commit to completing five 

milestones ñan emissions inventory; establishing an 

emissions target; a local action plan; implementing 

policies and measures; and monitoring results. 

ÅThe city of San Diego established its Sustainable 

Community Program in 2002 and adopted a Climate 

Action Plan (CAP) in 2005.

ÅThe purpose of this study is to contribute to the on -

going dialogue about strategies for addressing 

climate change at the local level and make specific

recommendations for  the city of San Diego. 

City
ICLEI 

membership

Climate Plan 

(most recent)

1990 

baseline*

2010 no 

action
2010 goal**

Reduction 

achieved

Remaining 

reduction 

needed

San Diego 1998 Adopted July 

2005

15,547,000 22,517,000 13,215,000 (10% 

below 1990 levels 

by 2010)

18,703,000 5,488,000

Seattle 1995 September 

2006

7,187,000 - 6,680,000 (7% 

below 1990 levels 

by 2012)

6,614,000 met goal 

(2008)

Portland 1991 2001; 2005 

progress 

report

9,622,453 11,998,328 8,660,208 9,690,000 1,030,741

Albuquerque 2006 In progress, 

seeking public 

comment

GHG 

inventory in 

progress

- 7% below 1990 

levels by 2012

- -

San Jose 1995 (2007 

active)

In progress. 

Goals adopted 

spring 2008

GHG 

inventory in 

progress

- 20% below 1990 

levels by 2012

- -

* All figures in metric tons CO2 equivalent **Many of these cities have reduction goals for future years. Ex: Seattle has 

set the additional goals of being 30% below 1990 levels by 2024 and 80% below 1990 levels by 2050. 

 

ÅClimate action plans and other city 

publications were reviewed in order to make 

comparisons between their purpose, framing 

of the issue, communication of goals, and GHG 

figures. All cities face similar challenges with 

regard to climate change so it is important to 

understand how strategies and methods can be 

strengthened.   

ÅInterviews conducted with city staff 

members also served to establish the role that 

ICLEI played in the development of the cityõs 

climate action and how the city overcame 

challenges associated implementation. 
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üWhat lessons can San Diego take away from 

the climate change actions of other cities 

(Albuquerque, New Mexico; Portland, Oregon; 

San Jose, California; Seattle, Washington)?

üHow has ICLEIõs climate change program 

affected the development of climate policy in 

these cities?

üGlobal climate change is an issue of 

increasing importance for local governments 

because they are the entities that oversee 

functions such as waste disposal and land use. 

üThrough comparison of climate plans, the 

citiesõ relationsto ICLEI, and interviews with 

city officials, this study will determine what 

elements make up a comprehensive and 

effective plan for addressing climate change.

üThe similarities and differences between 

climate plans and city actions will be used to 

suggest improvements for San Diegoõs climate 

change mitigation measures.
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Conclusions

ÅThese cities have taken great strides toward 

addressing climate change and creating 

sustainable communities and for the cities 

studied, ICLEI served as a startingfor climate 

action and remains useful for networking with 

other governments. 

ÅThe genesis for action in San Diego came 

from city staff and with so much of San Diegoõs 

CAP based on voluntary measures, community 

awareness/involvement becomes that much 

more necessary for meeting the cityõs 

aggressive emissions reduction goal. 

ÅCities expect funding and support from the 

national level to increase with the new 

Presidential administration. 
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Findings

ÅInterviews with city staff in San 

Diego, San Jose, and Albuquerque 

reveal that ICLEIõs five milestones 

approach provides an important 

starting point for GHG accounting and 

goal setting, but as a city moves 

forward with their climate plans, they 

take a more complex approach 

(joining additional organizations, 

developing working groups across city 

departments).

ÅICLEI USA, as well as the member 

cities studied, have mostly chosen to 

address climate change through the 

broader effort of creating 

òsustainableó cities or communities. 

However, Portland and Seattle , the 

cities with the most positive results in 

GHG reductions, have action plans 

focused on global warming and outline 

concrete, measureable steps for 

reducing emissions.

ÅMayors can be important for 

initiating action, but city staff and the 

policies they create are important for 

continuing climate change goals since 

elected officials turnover.

ÅRecommendations for San Diego:    
1) Create measurable and enforceable 

plans to reduce VMT, 2) Build on the 

ògreen teamsó concept to strengthen 

inter -departmental climate change 

initiatives, 3)  Revise the Sustainable 

Communities website and Climate 

Action Plan to be more reader 

friendly. 
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